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The lar..-nnlo fortifications earried out in the deurse of 1953 aleng the seuthern

border, were started by the fall of 1951. At this time, the "Pertifica-
tioni Cemmittes" of the Matstry of Defense Mad boen set up, with hesdquarters in
mi on Idrikim lh-nt “fais eomuittes seheduled a1l prepsritions under Soviet
misiagément apd sentrel. 'Thess’ ‘prepeiations consisted maialy of surveylag the seheduled
sites, end shipplig faterfal ¢a ike spot, as well 88 of séhéduling’ htutrm ‘and
shipping predless; alse the orulinuon of manpewer needed.

I. l:l.litm organisations Used for mum t!k !ortiﬁution Line.

1. Yhe whole arés seheduled to be fortified has been divided uto uu-u main
;ntim uooruu to luihry W

a, Prom the Iusthian border down to the Baranya Coumty truulc. (th- river
Drava section).

. A A

b. ‘The Baranya Cewntry triangle between lﬂl&l and loh(u.
e. hrt of the bord.r east of tlu m. . uthor udo open space.

2. Each of the shove aPeds was assigned to eme "Fortifieation Command" with
mw- at Leiti, Pées and Szeged, ntpntivolr AL organizations
t eal, Pullding, militery & mlrroth-) asii to work on thése
- fortifications, sre wnder the cemmihd of this ‘on Conmpited, X1to-~
gether, eléven’ ‘Dattalions, different mumbirs at each of the’ shove heddquirters,
are also commanded ¥y the Pertification Gemmand. These battalions consist of
the following persoanel:
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m.tor and System _o: Atfh‘o !ortifi@tiqm.

1.
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a. The commmder of the battalion, one engimeer officer, and the staff of the
* battaliom,
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b. ‘Three buiiding’cvlipanies, eaéh somposed of 1% men. These companies con-
sist of professiomsl engineer officers, NCOs. The privates are mostly
reservists of the engimwer corps. .

¢. Several so-ealled “wilitiry labor units® are divided wherever amd whenever

needed among the battalions during the period of eenstruwetion. These mili-

tary libor eompunies eomsist of o small offielal ssaff and of “wnbeliable

elements®. These abs a1l draftees who for reasoms of their origin are re-
girded as inreliable Kvlaks, priests, ‘and “olass-strengers”), and are not

assigned to the fi:htﬁt torees. These pedple spend the time of their éom~
pulsory military serviés deing hard labor wnder the most severe comditions.

d. One mechanized unit together with all machimery needed, bulldozers, baggers,
co_-,ntvnrim:. mtw_l.‘oto.n

e. One truck unit with 20 heavy trusks.

A1l these units werk ¢n spesialized eomstrustion at ‘specially assigned sections
of the fortifisations. During the swamer, séveFal regular infantry units

also belped , but oaly as umskilled labor, digging trenches, ete. Convicts,
political prisoners, and internees are not employed here.

411 fortification eomstruction going on along the southern border of Hungary has
Ao conneetion whatsoever with the "Irom Curtaia® installations, for instanee, the
well-imown onés along the western yorder. Such an "Irea Curtiin " ‘san slgg.Beon
‘fownd slohg the seuthern border, mamaged and guarded by the border guards of the

The fortifications to be Built here are of the smiller type of fortifieation. .
T™his system 1s gemerally built in Wit °11nes, shout 1,580 to 2,000 meters in
depth. The Tirst Gwo 1ines are bullt 200 to 300 m distenée from each othér, and
- consist ‘of ‘Individial Portifieation thits and strongpoints linked by trenches.
e third line rwis about 1,300 to 1, meters Durther back. Here, bullt-in
posts for artillery amd antitank woz } are dlso eonitrusted. Observation posts
for the eommandérs, énd lisisen posts are slie Being sét ¢p. The whole setup is
conitusted acoerding to ‘tié defense system of dettalions, sccording to the

wenpens {n;th‘ﬁ\” q@gh.htm;on'. and sgcordi_.nci to the importance of s certaln aresa.
The following fortifications are along each fortifieation lime: B

a. ..Open mrce;llory nests for machine guns, also for circular defense.
ordva sectiont. o ' o

b. Antisirorsft mests with fixed concrete foundations.

. nrnfiod posts for mortars. S

d. Observation posts and commanders posts.’

e. Shelters ror 50 to 100 men for the reserve.

f. Artillery posts and relay posts.
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The individual posts are built with the ald of prefabricated concrete units,
(domes and parspets) Pat eomcrete mixing is also carried out on the spot. The
surfacey of the 'cvngrﬂ‘i fasing the wmemy are generslly 30 cm. The underground
shelters are.about 2 meters deep in the ground, with the .roofs reinferssd with

& lsyer of reinforced comcrete ind stones {nst artillery and bomd units.’

Near populated areas tlpq’t posts are camouf’ apﬂ as barns, sheds, haystacks, etc.

The major part of the prefab units isshipped frem the concrete fastory of
Albertfalvs, where the outpit of the whole plant 1s ‘closely fitted into thel.
schedule of the fortificstion work. Imoidentally st Albdertfalvs, several politicsl
and other prisowers are also working.. L - . TR 519

The individual fortified posts, Rests, ets. are linked by trenches. Thede are
fortified with wooden props and brushwood. Drainsge is achieved by means of
sewers and cesspools. ‘ P B

The whole fortification net,which can by no mens be oalled complete, has the
character of a permarient field fortification. It is unfit to stem any serilous
or hesvy attack by s modern and pcicntiriculy trained army.

Site of the Portifiestion Lime. . .. L were

The rigwt wing of the southern fortification line of the Hungarian border starts
from the topographical point No. 353 on the Jahos Hegynear the meeting point of
the Rumgaro-Yugoslav-Austrian border. IFrom there it runs closely along the
Yugoslav border all along the heights running ‘north of Nemesnép brook, and
fitther dlosely along the northern banks of the Kerka, and then up the Didve, as
far as $iklés. here on it follows the Border more or less in 50~%o 500=.°
metér. length in ghie line ‘of the villagés 01ld, Beremend,. Ilooska Dérda and Ydvar,
ind readhes the Dexmbe at. Isabellafild. . The general outline.follows the curves
of the terrailn. . . .

Special attention has been given the *Dréva Corner Triangle" where, contrary to

the three-liné defense employed elsevhere, s mulbiple defense line his heen .
erseted. It is 10 lm in depth and includes the ‘méuntains -of ¥illény. Part of .

1t 46 sttll under constrwetion, 1he déepest point- of this défense. line goes

Back as TaP &s the Dimibe at RMehdos. The Mmest important stronghold of this defense
1ine seetis to de centered sround s area, which is quite logical from.the ‘pofnt
of view of modern logistics. Deieen the Dinube énd the Tissa, the faortificetions
hug the border as rar as Szeged; here they reich the Tiszs River and ‘follow the
River Waros, limking up With the Russnian foftifications whish also run along the
porder snd end at Bésifs. The whole fortifieation system then links up eventually

with the left wing, ant with the Carpatitan Nountxins.

The fortificasions were hillt during 1952 and 1953, veather permitting, at a
forced tempo, but are still far from being completed. ‘They are expected to be
beady. by 195'#,_.“1: n’rﬂmtn and additiomal work may take some more years.

n.

troops of the AVN stationed in the distriot25X1

the southern borders will be reorganised into sportification troops” with the
evident. purposs that, in. case of ‘a surprise attick in peacetime, this particular
section of the defemse line be guarded by a streng and permanent force.
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Several units of the Aungarian Army, stationed in the scuth, also participated
in the summer and fall of 1953 in the maneuvers beld alomg these fortificatioms.
The purpose of these maneuvers has always been quick occupation and defense of
the fortificatioms, throwing back of enemy forces, etc. It is evident there-
fore that part of the Hungarian drafted divisions are being trained.for the
defense of this particular sectionm. ; :

- ond -
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